METROPOLITAN DADE COUNTY HISTORIC PRESERVATION BOARD 


DESIGNATION REPORT - INDIVIDUAL^SITE 




Site Name Lee/Cunningham House 


Site Address ?l6qp S.W. 1T8fh Avenue 


Designation No. 


< 2^-10 


Date of Filing .l^lv 7 iQR? 
Date of Designation &ZL_ 


Owner and Address 


Lester Cunningham, 5793 Commerce Lane, South Miami, FL. 33143 


Site Location - Legal description or district boundaries (see attached map) : 
Section 15, T. 56 S., R. 39 E. South 133.08 1 of the E 1/2 of NW 1/4 of the 
NE 1/4 of the NE 1/4; and N 1/3 of the E 1/2 of the SW 1/4 of NE 1/4 of NE 1/4. 


Dade County Historic Survey Findings: 

This structure received a rating of 
1 in architecture, 1 in history, and 
1 in contextual significance. 


Other Surveys: 


Natl. Reg. 


H.A.B.S. 

H.A.E.R. 


Other: 


Title Verification (attach copy): Book 9719 Page No. ]^99 Deed Type Warranty 


Current Zoning (describe): AU 


Current Use (describe): Residential 


i 




Current Condition (describe): Excellent 

































Physical Description of Site (attach 1 or 2 photos): 

This wood frame farm house is a fine example of an early twentieth century vernacular 
style once common in Dade County, but one that is now, rarely seen outside of early 
settlement pockets in rural South Dade. Like its neighbor, the Mobley/Wood House, 
this structure appears almost untouched by time in regard to both its style of 
architecture and surrounding landscape. It is situated with an east/west orientation 
and is far set back from the main road. The central mass is a two-story square 
structure with an end to front gable roof, and a two bay principal facade facing 
a dirt driveway. The north side extends in a one story wing with an adjoining 
gable roof. The exterior fabric is horizontal weatherboard. Composition shingles 
cover the roof and the original windows appear to have been replaced with four 
over four double-hung sash windows which are compatible, if not identical to the 
original. A one story wrap around screened porch covers the front of the house 
and extends partially along two sides c The house appears to be in excellent conditiori 
and most visible maintenance is done in keeping with the original style and character 
of the structure. 


Significance - Brief summary including documentary evidence that indicates the historical, 
architectural or archeological significance of the site. 


This house is significant for its association with its original owner, as a fine 
example of frame vernacular architecture, and for its contextual relationship 
with the Mobley/Wood House, as well as with the surrounding landscape. It was 
built in 1910 and was the home of Preston Lee. Mr. Lee was a farmer and a County 
Commissioner. As a commissioner, Lee was credited with being responsible for the 
construction of many county roads, the most notable being the Tamiami Trail. 


The current owner purchased the property in 1977 and has done a fine job in restoring 
the structure to its original condition. 




Statement of Significance (continued): 
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Bibliographic References: 

Published Source 

Miami, Florida. Real Estate Data, Inc. Realdex, 1980. 

.. i. ‘I 'i... . 'l 

Taylor^Jean^ 'T'ecture Series on "Silver Palm." (On Hie at the Historical Association 
of Southern Florida.) Miami, Florida, June 12, 1980. 

Taylor, Jean C. "Redland and Cutler," (On file at the Historical Association of 

Southern Flori da), 1980. ________ 

Special Standards for Certificate of Appropriateness: 


Impacts 


Impact of the designation on proposed public improvements, renewal projects or 

private development. «* 










Draft Resolution Designating the Property: . ■ n Dle Q f 

Whereas, the Ue/Cunn.n^ Housef^a 

an early twentieth century settlement areas in South Dade, and 

- t 5S^7ri:.r,.ro^ ColMistoric sues in. the best ; 
interest of Dade County and its citizens, a" d Section 15 , T . 56'S., R. 39 E. 

South W 133!o8 : ^ttrfi/^'ofS W*. NE ,/4 of the NE Uk; and N 1/3 of the 
E 1/2 of the SW.1/4 of NE 1/4 of NE 1/4, . Q . Preservation Board on Thursday, 

Ju „ s:- 

ments of that ordinance. 


Designation is approved as evidenced by the signature 
of the Historic Preservation Board Chairman. 


Staff Recommendation: 

Staff recommends designat 
site. 


ion of the Lee/Cunningham House as an individual historic 
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NW 1/4 of the NE 1/4 of the NE 1/4, in 
Section 15, Township 56S, Range 39 East, 
a/k/a 21690 S. W. 133 Avenue, Miami, Florida. 

SUBJECT to taxes tot the year 1977 and subsequent years and to 
restrictions and limitations of record. 
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